
Amateur Radio License Materials

There are three classes of ham radio licenses granted by the FCC, technician, general and extra. Each 
class has privileges in addition to the class of license below it. To be granted a license, a prospective ham 
operator has to pass a license exam that is administered by volunteer license coordinators, (a VEC team). 
To move on to the next higher class of license, you must first pass the license exam below. Exams are in 
the order technician, general, and finally extra. The exams contain questions about radio theory and 
amateur radio operations. 

The question pools for the examinations are publicly available. The question pool for each exam can be 
located at the following links:
 
Technician License Test - http://www.ncvec.org/page.php?id=349
General License Test - http://www.ncvec.org/page.php?id=358
Extra License Test - http://www.ncvec.org/page.php?id=351

The question pools are divided into subelements covering different amateur radio topics. Each supplement 
is divided into groups of questions. When an exam is administered, one question is randomly selected 
from each group and used on the exam. 

Here two very helpful free manuals for the Technician and the General Class test. They are referred to as 
being no-nonsense.

You can get the Technician class manual here:
http://www.kb6nu.com/wp-content/uploads/2010/06/2010_Tech_Study_Guide.pdf

and the General class here:
http://kb6nu.com/wp-content/uploads/2007/09/2011-No-Nonsense-General-Class-License-Study-
Guide.pdf

The Tech manual is also available for the Kindle and the Nook.

Here is some neat study and practice material from Hamilton Carter, KD0FNR.   Just pick the test you 
want to study for: 
Amateur Radio Practice Exams - http://copaseticflows.appspot.com/hamtest

QRZ.com also has a practice test page that is easy to use and helps you check your progress. You can get 
it here - http://www.qrz.com/ht/

Here are a some others you can use:

Ham Exam - http://hamexam.org/
Eham - http://www.eham.net/exams/
AA9PW - http://aa9pw.com/
Hamstudy - https://hamstudy.org/

Find an exam in your area using ARRLs exam locator -
http://www.arrl.org/find-an-amateur-radio-license-exam-session
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