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A bill was recently introduced into the 113th Congress called the Amateur Radio Parity Act of 

2014, that needs your support.  If it passes, the FCC will be directed to extend the "reasonable 

accommodation" provisions for Amateur Radio antennas to include all types of land-use 

regulation, including deed restrictions and restrictive covenants (see 

http://www.arrl.org/hr-4969) such as found in homeowners associations. 

Currently most homeowner covenant associations do not allow amateur radio antennas -- just 

antennas for direct or satellite television and broadband.  According to a property management 

company called Pennbridge in North Wales, Pennsylvania, "In the United States approximately 

50 million people live in an association-managed community, or nearly one out of every six of 

us....It is estimated that more than four in five housing starts during the past 5 to 8 years have 

been built as part of an association-governed community. " (see 

http://www.pennbridgemanagement.com/public_page.cfm?pk_menu=3) .  Alot of licensed 

amateur radio operators moving into an HOA do not know when they move into an HOA that 

the covenants do not allow amateur radio antennas on the exterior of their property.  They 

have no opportunity from the get-go to negotiate the CC&R's with the builder or previous 

owner or HOA about having an amateur radio antenna on their roof, when they are looking to 

buy the property.  And not all non-hams living in those communities know that down the road 

they might have a desire to get licensed in amateur radio and have an antenna on their home.  

This is a big concern when it comes to emergency preparedness, as many communities across 

the country are incorporating the use of amateur radio into their emergency plans, such as the 

City of Draper, Utah.

The passage of this bill HR-4969 would enable their residents licensed in amateur radio to finally 

be allowed to "come to the table" to engage in a conversation and negotiate an amateur radio 

antenna for their property, on a case by case basis.   

How can you help get this bill passed?  You can contact your local Congressman and ask him to  

"co-sponsor" this bill (HR-4969).  ARRL has a website page, http://www.arrl.org/hr-4969, with 

links on how to find out who your U.S. congressman is, his website and how to contact him or 

email him, and also a sample letter link is given for writing him.  The bill has not yet come to a 

vote, and the 113th Congress ends the beginning of January 2015.  So you still have time to 

contact your Congressman.  I hope you will take seriously the opportunity you have to help get 

this bill passed.
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