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  The National Traffic System (NTS) is an organized network of amateur radio operators 
sponsored by the American Radio Relay League for the purpose of relaying messages throughout 
the US and Canada.  During normal times, these messages are routine greetings ("Happy birthday 
Aunt Mary") and help keep the system operational and the operators trained so that everything 
works when needed. When there is an emergency or disaster, NTS works closely with the Amateur
Radio Emergency Service (ARES) to provide emergency communications. The most common type
of disaster-related messages are "health and welfare" inquiries and notifications into and out of the 
area affected by the disaster.  In time of disaster, it is easy to expand the system by simply creating 
additional meeting times for the nets with high volume, or by setting up a specific "trunk line" 
between two points. 

NTS is defined using geographic areas. The US is divided into areas that approximate time zones. 
Areas are divided into regions, and regions into sections that correspond to a state. Each of these 
subdivisions has scheduled nets for collecting and distributing traffic.  Message traffic in the form 
of a standardized Radiogram typically begins and ends its journey at local nets, often through 
repeaters on VHF or UHF.   

Representatives from section nets relay traffic collected from local nets up to the appropriate 
region net, or relay to a nearby section for further delivery. Messages are exchanged between 
section and region representatives that are then passed to area nets, the highest level in the system. 
Nets at these upper levels usually take place on HF band modes for their long-distance capabilities 
and can be passed by voice, CW, digital, and even packet modes.

As traffic trickles back down through the area, region, section, and local nets, messages are 
typically delivered via a local telephone call, depending on handling instructions. Messages can 
also be delivered by hand or via message carrier, including the postal service. If a message is 
undeliverable, handling instructions may dictate that a service message be originated back to the 
sending station.

The “Relay”-ing of messages is reflected in ARRL’s name, the American Radio Relay League, 
going back to its founding in 1915.  For more information on the National Traffic System, go to:

http://www.arrl.org/nts

Also, an MS Powerpoint presentation to the NTS organization and Radiograms, called National 
Traffic System (NTS) An Introduction, prepared by Greg Szpunar, N2GS, and Dave Struebel, 
WB2FTX, can be found on the Licensing & Training page (NTS Presentation 6-2012) of the 
DHRA website.
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